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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Workshop

2008/2009 Federal and State
Legislative Priorities

October 14, 2008

ATTENDING: Chairman Sauls, Commissioners Rackleff, Thaell, Desloge, Dailey, and DePuy
(Commissioner Proctor absent); County Administrator Parwez Alam; County Attorney Herb
Thiele, and Board Secretary Rebecca Vause

Facilitator: Vince Long, Deputy County Administrator
Ken Morris, Assistant to the County Administrator

Mr. Long introduced staff from the County’s new state contract lobbyist, Mr. Jeff Sharkey and
his associates from Capitol Alliance.

Mr. Long explained that the Workshop was conducted for staff to obtain Board direction and
approval of priority legislative issues for both the state and federal levels. He pointed out that
the continued property tax reform issue will figure prominently into legislative activities this
year, as well as the CIP budget. Mr. Long advised that staff work with the County’s various
departments to develop a list of new policy issues and appropriations requests for the Board’s
consideration. With the projection of a continued decline in State revenues, it is critical that
the County continue its close coordination with the Florida Association of Counties, refine its
appropriations requests and, when possible, partner with the City on issues of important to the
community. Mr. Long cited examples of county/city partnering, i.e., joint dispatch, Capital
Circle Southeast Capital Cascades Trail, and the lobbying gift ban.

Mr. Long noted that lobbying efforts at the Federal level are especially important this year as
the large transportation appropriation Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation
Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) is set to expire on September 30, 2009. The
2009 reauthorization of these funds is an important opportunity for the County to seek federal
funds for needed transportation infrastructure. Mr. Long pointed out that the County’s current
Federal lobbyist firm Patton Boggs was successful in acquiring $16.1 million of these funds for
the widening of Capital Circle NW from I-10 to US 90.

Mr. Morris reviewed with the Board the proposed Leon County 2009 State and Federal
appropriation requests:

 Leon County/City of Tallahassee Joint Dispatch Center : $5,000,000
 Capital Circle Southeast: $6,750,000
 Capital Cascades Trail – Segment: 3 $2,500,000
 Woodville Highway: $11,400,000
 Lake Jackson Ecopassage: $5,000,000
 Lake Munson: $4,000,000
 Woodville Sewer: $2,000,000
 **Tower Road Park: $200,000

Mr. Morris noted that staff do not expect to receive any funds from the State Construction
Library Grant this legislative session, however, a grant application will be submitted for the
Southeast Branch by the April 1, 2009 deadline for possible funding in the 2010 legislative
session.

Commissioner Thaell confirmed that staff is monitoring the time requirements for funds
acquired from the Library Construction Grant for the Lake Jackson Branch Library to ensure
that they will not have to be returned to the State.
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Commissioner Rackleff suggested that the County have projects ready for immediate funding
and devote resources to the planning and design of the Woodville and Eastside libraries in
anticipation of a Federal stimulus package which would provide increased funding for state
and local infrastructures. He also recommended that federal lobbying efforts include the
monitoring and shaping of any appropriations to allow local governments maximum flexibility.

Commissioner DePuy discussed with staff how the monies received from the E-911 trust fund
are used in funding the Joint Dispatch Center. County Administrator Alam suggested that
should a funding opportunity arise that requires the inclusion of an Emergency Operations
Center (EOC), the lobbying team be authorized to proceed in securing funds for the Joint
Dispatch Center with an EOC. The Board supported this suggestion.

Commissioner DePuy asked if the appropriation requests presented were ranked for priority.
Mr. Long responded that although the requests were not prioritized, the Board had given
emphasis to certain projects and these projects are given special attention by staff.

POLICY ISSUES

Mr. Morris reminded Commissioners that the majority of the policy issues go through the
Florida Association of Counties, as these are issues of concern shared by all counties.

Mr. Morris provided an overview of the County’s proposed policy requests:

Finance and Tax:
 Property Tax Reform
 2005 Lobbying Gift Ban L
 Local Business Taxes

Mr. Morris stated that staff recommends that the Board consider withdrawal of this
issue due to: 1) the greater tax burden Amendment 1 has placed on businesses; 2) it
does not have the support of the local Economic Development Council (ECD), and 3) the
current national economic uncertainty.

Commissioner Dailey moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Desloge, to withdraw the Local
Businesses Taxes issue from the proposed policy requests. The motion carried 6-0
(Commissioner Proctor absent).

Commissioner Desloge requested that this item be revisited next year.

Growth Management, Environment, Transportation & Infrastructure
 Growth Management Reform
 Energy Efficiency
 SIS Funding
 TRIP Funding

Health and Social Services
 Mental health

Public Safety
 County Jail
 Probation
 State Jail
 Emergency Medical Services Employees
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General Government
 Protection of State Workforce
 Libraries
 Conflict Counsels

Statewide Issues
 State Cost-Shift Opposition
 Charter County Preemption
 Budget Adoption
 Florida Association of Counties Issues

Commissioner Dailey asked that staff initiate formal conversations with the State regarding
Lake Jackson. He requested that staff provide the following information: 1) a copy of Lake
Jackson’s Management Plan; 2) an update on the health of the lake, along with any supporting
data, and 3) the overall water quality in the lake, along with any supporting data. He also
noted that questions regarding the overall management of the lake and how the County can
better work with the State on protecting its health and vitality need to be addressed.

Commissioner Thaell voiced his concern over the overall unfairness of the state taxation system
and the effect that the Save our Homes Amendment has had on commercial property owners,
especially those who provide or want to provide affordable housing and/or affordable housing
units. He presented a concept which would allow ad valorem relief to property owners who
make affordable housing available. Commissioner Thaell requested that the Board support the
concept and authorize moving forward with discussions with the Property Appraiser’s Office
and instruct staff to include it in the legislative package. Commissioner Thaell distributed
comments on his proposed initiative and also provided draft language.

Commissioner Thaell moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Desloge, to adopt the proposed
concept of ad valorem assessment relief for rental properties which provide affordable housing
and encourage lobbyist to pursue discussions with the Property Appraiser’s Office and legislative
staff. The motion carried 6-0 (Commissioner Proctor absent)

Commissioner Thaell stated that he will coordinate with Mr. Sharkey and provide a report back
to the Board.

Federal Legislative Issues:

Mr. Morris provided that most of the Board’s substantive issues are coordinated through the
National Association of Counties (NAC) and the appropriations issues through the Federal
contract lobbyist Batton Boggs. He added that the contract with Batton Boggs expires at the
end of the calendar year; however, the Board had directed that the issue of federal contracts be
readdressed after the Presidential election. Mr. Morris provided an overview of the federal
legislative program that included a progress report of the US Forest Service’s land surplus
legislation, the Passenger Rail Investment and Improvement Act of 2008 and an update on the
upcoming reauthorization of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity
Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) program.

Commissioner Desloge moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Dailey, to approve Option 2:
Approve the 2009 state legislative issues and 111th Congress (1st session) federal legislative
issues, as amended. The motion carried 6-0 (Commissioner Proctor absent)
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